
HELLO FRIENDS!

Welcome to the December
edition of the WE FISH 4U
newsletter!  Please print
copies for your church,
families and friends. You
may view the newsletter at:

Centro Rural Metodista
Apartado 303 ~ Ciudad Quesada 4400

Costa Rica, Central América
website:  www.costaricamethodist.org

www.costaricamethodist.org. Pass it on!
Steve Semler,

ifish4you75@hotmail.com
Kim Cope,

Costa Rican Missionary
Email:
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DECEMBER 2006COSTA RICA MISSIONS!

WE 4 U

Be ye fishers of men -
catch them &

clean them!!
YOU
HE’LL

Jerry Russell’s Team
Our team worked at several places this year.

We had Bible School at Linda Vista, El Mirador
and Dulce Nombre. Our construction team
worked at the camp, El Mirador and the
Methodist School in Quesada. Our medical and
dental teams worked in Linda Vista and at the
camp with people coming from El Mirador, Linda
Vista and the camp staff.

In the group meetings at the end of the day
Pastor Jerry would ask, "Where did you see God
today?" The dental team said they saw God in
people waiting all day without being seen and

Continued to page 2

This year Santa and his helper went to El
Mirador, Los Angeles and Zona Fluca. The love of
Christ was with everyone.  Stories were told and
tears were shed. There were smiles and laughter
all throughout the churches as Santa handed out
gifts with hugs.  "The Lord is always with us and
will never let us down," Santa said. There was
plenty of food for all, but some of the churches had
more people than they had gifts.  Santa and his
helper had some help, too. The help came from a
Chinese Church in Zapote. They gave three big
bags of dolls, Snoopy, Winnie the Pooh, Tweetie
Bird, etc. As Santa was busy handing out the gifts
from the churches, his helper was looking for the
people who had no gifts coming. The Lord led
Santa's helper to these people and by the day's
end, everyone had enjoyed a great Christmas.  I
saw God in Santa's eyes that day and in all the
people he touched.  Blessings like that you can
not buy.  Blessings come to those who give from
their heart.  We hope that your Christmas was

Santa & Helper Spread God’s Love

filled with
blessings
as was
ours . . . .
All the
glory
goes to
God!

~ Steve
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then have to return the next day without a single
complaint about the wait.  Dr. Dash said he saw
God in the eyes of a four year old boy as he
worked on him. He just kept smiling.  Ivette said
even though her throat was hurting from
translating so much she still felt happy inside. A
Gift from God!!! The construction crews had a
time of it because they do things differently in
Costa Rica. After crawling inside the ceiling, they
had all the lights working at the school again. All
the sinks were repaired and had all new
plumbing.  Our painters got a lot of rooms at the
school painted and avoided getting any paint on
the drums. They had a soccer game and were
beat, but they were all winners that day.  Bible
School happened in Linda Vista. We saw God in
their smiles, laughter and willingness to hug you
and be hugged.   Bible school in El Mirador
followed. Penny said it was hard to explain but
there was a group of "the back row guys" who
came and just stood there. The next day they
were the first ones to arrive. They were all
cleaned up, had put on cologne and brought
some of their friends. They said they would "be
back tomorrow".

Carrie reported that she was taking Papa to
the bathroom and she told him, "Hold on to me
and I won't let you fall." As they were descending
the walkway she suddenly realized that there
was a step to be negotiated and there was no
way she was going to get Papa down to the
baño without help. One of the guys cutting brush
saw the predicament and brought Papa's walker
to her without being asked. God in Action!!!
Jose Alfaro from the medical team at the camp
said that everyone had walked a long way to get
to the camp for treatment except for one guy
who lived close. He let everyone go ahead of
him and had done this all day because the
others had a long walk back home. Now that's
Thoughtfulness!!!

One day there were some Costa Ricans who
had come from far away to see the dentist and
they didn't think to bring lunch with them. We all
ate together and there was enough food for all of
us. That's just COOL!!!!  Ken Parkin said, "I
normally work with the Bible School teams, but
today I worked on the roof. A thankless job, you
don't get to see or play with the kids, you just
work.  It was good to see this construction side
of this trip and how God supplies our needs."   I
saw God this morning when the sun came up.
The Lord is good, all the time! Ken Parkin

Our group of 14 arrived in Costa Rica two days
after Christmas on the heels of a scary close call
with a semi on the windy Costa Rican roads and a
quick change from sunshine to rain. The group
was led by one of our pastors and included
persons from age 13 to somewhere in their late
40s.  Our primary mission project was a house in
El Mirador for Manuel Morales, his brother Salema
and 4 children: Freddy, Osmal, Davis, and Joel.
We had a nice head start with the leveling of
ground done by the Tennessee team the previous
day (whom we can also thank for exceptional
kitchen work and worship in the evenings).  With
the great organization by Steve, Mary, and Marion
as well as the help of Serilo and several other
Ticos, we were able to make quick progress on
the house. The first day saw the complete
framing of the home and the second saw the
walls, roof, and concrete floors completed.  In fact,
by the end of the week, besides the electrical
work, a door and window, and some tile work, the
house was completed.  It was an amazing
experience for us to work on this house with
Manuel, who could often be found singing away
the afternoon.

The third day saw part of the team working at
the camp rather than El Mirador.  Projects were
undertaken to help the TN team with cleaning and
painting of the roofs at the camp.  Others of us
cleaned up the yard outside of the kitchen from a
large tree that had been knocked down. This
gave several of the male members of our team a
chance to release some testosterone through the
use of chainsaws and a compact loader.

Relationships with the children of El Mirador
have always been an important part of the Athens
team visit. The children give everyone a chance
to see a bright smile, laughter, and love truly from
the heart.  Several members of the team have
ongoing relationships with children especially
close to their hearts and it is always heartbreaking
to have to say goodbye and leave them in a
situation we all wish we could fix.  We were
especially touched to find that Ivan had traveled
all the way to the camp early on the day we left to
give everyone a hug and say goodbye.

Justin Ingels

Team from Athens, GA

More Athens team pics on page 3

Jerry Russel’s team continued from page 1
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More Athens Team Pictures Mary Has Some Fun
Pastor Jerry Russell brought his first team to

Costa Rica in the early 1980's, long before Marion
married Mary in 1993. Their friendship goes
beyond mission work. In fact, Jerry married Mary
and Marion. This year was no different than those
in the past. On Christmas Day Jerry arrived with
another team to work and worship with us at the
camp.  One day when things got a little hectic at
the camp, Mary was beside herself so Jerry
invited her go with them to ride horses in the
countryside. It was the first time in a LONG time
that I have seen Mary having fun outside the
camp.  I bought a dinner for Mary and Marion at
the Hot Springs one year for Mother's Day and it
took them almost one year to get over there to eat
it! That's how busy M/M are. So take a good long
look at these photos 'cause you may not see this
when you are here......


