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Team from Kent Island, MD 2/1-2/17

Our team worked in Los Chiles for two
weeks. When we arrived the footers

for the parsonage had been dug and the rebar
was in place. We began working by pouring
concrete for the footers. On Sunday we
worshiped and had Vacation Bible school for the
children. We continued on the parsonage on
Monday and on Tuesday half of us went to work
on putting ceramic on the walks around the
Multi-purpose building and the others continued
to work on the parsonage. We had VBS on
Tuesday and Thursday and on Friday half of the
team returned to Alejuela for the return to the
USA on Saturday morning. During the second
week we completed the ceramic around the first
building and started the second building. The
blocks for the parsonage were near completion
and the back filling had been completed.

We returned home to ice and snow and
20 degree temperatures from the 95 degree
days we had become accustomed to. During the
time we were in Los Chiles we attended one
wedding and 6 additional worship services. We
ate well and established new relationships. All
team members look forward to returning and we
have another team planned for the middle of
July.

There are a series of photos on the Kent
Island UMC website:
http://www.kiumc.org/costarica2007index.html

~ Gil Hoffman,  Kent Island, MD
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Blessed to be a Blessing!

We were sixteen folks from Kentucky,
ready to serve in whatever way we

could.  We arrived on Saturday night on February
3, 2007. There were oh's and ah's as our eyes
feasted on the beauty of Costa Rica.  But more
than beauty is the love of the people.  Lots of
smiles!

Our group was at the Methodist Rural
Center, just outside of Ciudad Quesada.  Each
team member had his or her own gift in doing
manual work and each one reached out to the
Costa Ricans and to other team members.

Oh, the joy, that we had in Bible School
with children and the mothers.  Blessings flowed
our way.  God blessed us as we met caring folks
who also love the Lord, at church services, digging
ditches with Costa Ricans to start a new dormitory,
tearing out a building to be rebuilt, helping in the
kitchen after meals, or whatever the chore,
everyone pitched in with willing hands.  God is
Good!

Words cannot describe the pleasure we
feel when we serve others in Christ's name.

~ Mary Jo Cain, Versailles, KY
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Baltimore, MD Team

This year when our team arrived at the
camp there was already a group of

Costa Rican Methodist staying at the camp for a
retreat weekend so our team of 45 had to bunk
most of them in cabin one (Hilton) with a few of us
lucky enough to voluntary to stay at the visitor
house with Steve and new young missionary by
the name of Brad.

For those of us lucky enough to stay at the
visitor house we had no problem with water for
showers and for flushing of the toilets but at cabin
one it was a different story for the first few days.
The problem with the water had to do with the
water not making it into the camp and the other
problem with the water had to do with the back up
well not pumping water correctly. But with the help
of a few plumber people on our team in a few days
the water problem was fixed and so was the
problem with the back up well.

This trip saw our team work on about eight
different projects along with teaching bible school
three days at El Mirador and two days at Santa
Rita.

One of the projects we worked on was to
fix up the home for the new camp foreman Pedro
for his family to move into. This home was once
the Home of Pastor Hernordo. The Home had
been empty for awhile and need much work. We
worked to remove mold from the ceiling, fix holes
in the floor, repair and reinstall the kitchen
cabinets, fix the electrical outlets, install new glass
for the kitchen window and give the inside walls a
fresh coat of paint.  ( )pictured below

We also had team member's work on a
project making bunk beds for Pedro's kids and a
full size bed for Pedro and his wife.

Here at the camp we had team members
help Dennis plant new trees down along the
mediation trail from behind the old white house all
the way down to the stream. The team on this

project helped to plant over a hundred new trees in
one day. ( )pictured below

One of the other projects that we worked
on at the camp was to help with the hauling of the
dirt dug up for the foundation for a new cabin. This
required team members to shovel dirt in to small
wheel barrels and then haul the dirt to a site where
it could be dumped. It was Hot and back aching
working but it did get down.

Other team members helped wire together
canastas which would be used to help support the
new cabin outer walls. ( )pictured below

This team worked everyday tying small
pieces of wire to brackets that that were used to
separate the four single rod iron pieces together to
make single canasta. By the end of the week they
had made about forty of them for the new cabin.

We also had a small team go to the Special
needs School in Quesada to help paint class
rooms and other types of rooms at the school.

Besides all of the work our team still found
team for great fellowship and great devotions each
morning after breakfast. Each evening was filled
with stories about different team's day and with
great music lead by Karen Purcell.

~ Richard Piersons, Baltimore, MD


