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Team from Damascus, MD 2/18-2/26

“Felices de estar aqui!!!” The delegation
members Kathy and Stan Jones, Martin Carr,
Marian COSTA RICA and Sammie Kepley, Cindi
and Lauren Abernethy, Frances Stewart, Derek
Johnson, Stephanie Renuart, Mary Lynn and Walt
Porter, Bill Boyd and Cindy and Scott Fulton sang
out loud and clear these words in Spanish
meaning “We are happy to be here!!”

Greeted with hugs and smiles that could
light up the darkest night, we settled into our Costa
Rica home at the little church in the center of Pital.
Across the street were the universal sounds of
children in the school yard. It always amazes me
what sounds are the same all around the world
children playing, crying, laughing…..

Many evenings we were serenaded by the
heavy rain beating against the tin roof and in the
mornings our alarm clock would be the low growl
of a monkey and their patter of feet on the roof
tops. We would also hear the chorus of birds
beckoning us to rise up and greet the Costa Rican
beautiful morning with delicious Costa Rican
coffee!!

Frances would lead us in our morning
devotions as we sipped our coffee and wipe the
sleep from our eyes. If I could start each day like
we did in Pital, I know I would be a happier, more
sane, balanced person ready to God's work with
energy and joy! Ahhhh well……..

The work of the day went off in two
directions. Some of us headed for the soda (like a
fast food restaurant only with out the McD) to help
with its construction. The hope is that this will help
pay Pastor Wilbur's salary. Wilbur has several
churches throughout Costa Rica , including the
church in Pital, where he and his family live. The
people are just not able to support themselves and
a pastor so they are finding other creative and
sustaining ways to do just that and one of our jobs
was to help achieve this reality.

The “other of us” prepared for the 30-50
kids who would come and participate in our Bible
School. Our theme revolved around the Lord's
Prayer and prayer in general. We sang, played
games, worked on crafts, laughed, tried to speak
Spanish and just had a rousing good time.
It is amazing to me that the lovely women who
served us our meals were able to do so with grace
and style for breakfast, lunch AND dinner. Three
yummy meals a day - what a gift!

One morning we took a 30 minute ride by
truck to go 4 miles to cuatro esquinas (four
corners) youth camp. It is very similar to West
River, as it has a lake, a church meeting area,
open fields. The project there is to build
dormitories, a basketball court and a dining hall.
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Pastor Francisco, his wife Mariana and their four
kids live there. It has a lot of potential and is a
possible mission for next year.

Each evening Scott would collect all the
pictures taken that day and project them on a
screen as we and folks from Pital gathered at the
church for fellowship, sharing and enjoying one
another's company. One evening we asked our
translator to help us with a time of dialogue
between the ones from the US and those from
Pital. Our time together was filled with honesty,
humor and the Holy Spirit as we learned a little
more about each other. I think everyone was
falling in love…..

Rockville Team 2/24 - 3/4

In February 2007 Rockville Presbyterian
Church sent over 30 people to Costa

Rica to serve with the dedicated missionaries at
El Centro Rural Metodista. Those 30 people
represented at least 6 churches, men, women,
and children of all ages and backgrounds.
Through God's amazing grace our differences
bonded us together to create a team of
motivated, passionate brothers and sisters that
were engulfed in God's wonder and dedicated to
his work!

While at camp our team built a home in
El Mirador for a mother and two children.  Of
course our time in this community blesses us
with the smiles of children and the gratitude that
abounds when God's people share his love. The
team also added a bathroom to a family's home
in Linda Vista, patched a leaking roof, helped
Juanita and her family move to a new home, and
dug a foundation for the new building at camp.
Some of our team traveled to assist in the
completion of another project that was
struggling, following God's lead to the places he
needs is most. The RPC team hosted two

The end of the week presented itself with
the opportunity to visit a squatter's village school
and spend time with the children and youth there.
This gave us more of a look into the reality of our
brothers and sisters in Costa Rica for these
children come from even poorer situations than
most of our friends in Pital. It was a beautifully
spent morning  the faces and voices of these
children remain in all of our hearts.

Then off we went to visit the orphanage
that we had visited last year near the Ciudad
Quesada. Our Sunday School children in
Damascus raised money to supply their
playground with swings. Once the swings were
hung, little Luis and little Nancy and the other
children laughed and played on the swings with
delight and appreciation!!

We were given the chance to worship
several times with our sisters and brothers in Pital.
Each time was filled with the Spirit of praise and
joy. Frances gave a message on Ash Wednesday
that inspired her fellow delegates and breathed life
and hope into the humble town of Pital.
Our week ended with a visit to the active volcano
called “Arenal”. We were given the incredible
experience of enjoying the wondrous beauty of the
Costa Rican rain forest by zip-lining or horse back
riding and then relaxing in the hot springs. That
evening we even witnessed the red flow of the
lava coming down the volcano!

We arrived home with warm memories of
our friends in Pital, pictures and stories to share
with our good friends here, an even better
appreciation of this awesome world God has given
us and a renewed commitment to be better
stewards, attempting in our small way to love
justice and walk humbly with our God as we share
God's creation justly with all God's children.

Dios te Bendiga, Costa Rica!!!
~ Stan Jones, Damascus, MD
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vacation bible schools serving over 100 local children.
The lesson of Daniel and the Lion was illustrated
through crafts, singing, and prayer to teach of God's
love and protection.  Sharing our faith in God with the
next generation is by far the most important gift we can
leave behind.

In addition to the physical workout our team was
able to grow spiritually by sharing our love of Christ in a
local church service, and having ample opportunity for
singing, fellowship and testimony.  I believe I can speak
for our entire team when I say that our time at Camp
changes our lives, our perspectives, and ultimately
strengthens our love for each other and Christ. Though
we travel to serve the less fortunate, in the end we are
the ones who benefit the most.  I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mary, Marion, Steve, Dennis, and
all of those who continue to make this awesome
experience possible, may God bless and be with you
all, see you February 2008!

~ Elizabeth Wooten, Charleston, SC
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February 27 through March 8, eleven members of Mulberry Street United
Methodist Church traveled to Costa Rica to begin work on the new
education building at the church in Los Angeles. The work consisted
of digging footings, preparing rebar, and pouring the foundation.
Although the physical labor was tough, the team enjoyed working
alongside members of the church as well as the team from the Methodist
Center. The team was filled with excitement as saw the joy in the
faces of the pastor and church members as the building began to take
shape. The team also held a vision clinic one afternoon, providing
glasses to many members in the church and community.  It continues to
be a blessing to watch the church in Los Angeles grow each visit our
church makes to Costa Rica.              ~ Cameron Bishop, Macon, GA

Team from Macon, GA 2/27- 3/8


