
HELLO FRIENDS!

Welcome to the January
edition of the WE FISH 4U
newsletter and to a new
year!  Please print copies
for your church, families
and friends. You may view

Centro Rural Metodista
Apartado 303 ~ Ciudad Quesada 4400

Costa Rica, Central América
website:  www.costaricamethodist.org

the newsletter at:

Steve Semler,
ifish4you75@hotmail.com

Kim Cope,

Pass it on!
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Email:
Editor
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WE 4 U

Be ye fishers of men -
catch them &

clean them!!
YOU
HE’LL

Continued to page 2

Group arrives from PA on Jan.11 Mary’s Niece Returns to CR
On January 11, 2007 a group of 17

people traveled from Lewistown Pennsylvania
to Costa Rica.   For some of the group this
was a new experience and others a return
trip. After a night a the Rural Farm, we
traveled to Los Chiles.   What a wonderful
greeting we had from the residents of the
church.    For those returning, it was like
coming home to family.   Much to our surprise
the building we had helped lay tile in was
completed and another building had been
erected and ready for tile and paint.

The group soon got to work on the
painting and tile work, which was completed
by the end of the week.  We provided four
days of bible school for up to 150 children.
However, more importantly we took time to
connect with friends and share the gospel.
Many people would stop by the church to
play, see what we were doing and to talk.
While many of us do not speak Spanish
fluently, we were able to communicate with
the help of  Gustavo, our interpreter, and our
own Bob Wisegarver.

A quote provided by a couple who went
along for the first time was, “We had gone to
see the movie the Passion of the Christ, but in
Costa Rica we got to see Passion for Christ”.

~ Wendy Knouse

Hola from sunny Maryland!  We four
members of Mount Airy Bible Church, Mount
Airy, Maryland, (Jim, Essie, Terry and Daun)
were again blessed to be able to come to our
favorite spot in the world, COSTA RICA.  We
look forward all year to coming to Centro
Rural Metodista to serve with Aunt Mary and
Uncle Marion. This past January was our
second trip, but it seems like we have always
done it!  It has become our habit, since we
are so few in number, to make our trip at the
same time as our wonderful friends from
South Ashland UMC, KY.



Page 2 of 3

Daun Michael’s team continued from page 1

This past January, we spent our week
serving in numerous capacities.  Essie and
Daun spent several days painting the
kitchen, bathroom and hallway while hanging
out with Papa Russell.  Hanging with Papa is
always a treat ……… and it frees Aunt Mary
up to travel around doing work that she
ordinarily wouldn't have time to do. There
were daily trips to town to the paint store,
using our perfect Spanish ( ) with the
natives to get the correct paint! The days not
spent painting and cleaning, we spent doing
VBS with our “southern” friends.

The final day we spent with the
children was the most convicting event of our
lives in service thus far. After we completed
the lesson and were packing our things, the
lady who owns the land upon which the
church sits invited ALL 13 of us over for
lunch.  I must assure you that not even one
of us needs a meal……however, we happily
walked next door to her immaculate home for
fellowship.  She and her family served US on
their china and while we sat and ate salad,
rice and beans and meat sauce, they stood
and chatted with us.  While helping clean up
afterwards, we discovered that the leftovers
from our wonderful lunch were to be the
family's dinner for that evening.  Such a
humbling experience to have people we
came to serve instead serve us with all that
they have!  With every trip here we find

not

ourselves more refreshed and more blessed,
coming away with more than we arrived!
Meanwhile, the fellows were enjoying manual
labor they seldom have the opportunity to do.
One fun day was spent demolishing a small
building on the property to make room for a
larger, more functional structure.  It's always
fun to tear something down! Another not-quite-
as-fun day was spent clearing brush and,
therefore, meeting some of the local wildlife as
well as experiencing the local flora and fauna!
And the final couple of days were spent mixing
concrete and pouring a new walkway around
the cabin next to the main house.  Such a sight
a dozen people COVERED in concrete mix
dust, hauling water, hand-mixing, using
wheelbarrows, shovels, hands, whatever
available to accomplish their task. And when
finally completed and almost
dark…………..found that there was no water
for showers. Terry and Jim bathed in a bucket
of water we coaxed from the outside tap.  I'm
sure that those clothes will NEVER
recover…but they wear them as badges of
honor and pleasant memories of new friends
made and served.  Sun-burned, bruised, and
not a little dusty, they joined us for the evening
meal and a good night's sleep before
beginning again the next morning.

We have so many stories to tell, so
many precious memories and such conviction
for the missions work in CR!  We plan on

joining the KY team
every year that they
invite us……….and
there's a standing
invitation.  We hope to
encourage more
people in our church
to join us in this
wonderful labor.
Thank you for the
extravagant
opportunity to serve
the Lord by serving
His people!

Much Love to All,
Jim & Essie West

Terry & Daun Michael
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South Ashland UMC, KY Team

Anita, myself and the entire team
received such a blessing during the trip (

to Rural Centro Metodista, sharing
the love of our Lord with our brothers and
sisters in Christ through worship, VBS, and
work projects. It is always such a joy for me to
meet new fellow Christians (Cerello, Herado,
& Juan - hope the spelling is right) and
realizing that the love of the Lord bridges all
barriers and we are of one family. CHRIST!!
God is good all the time....all the time God is
good!! ~ Jr Fitzpatrick

Jan.
20 - 28)


