COSTA RICA MISSIONS!

WE

HELLO FRIENDS!

Welcome to the June |
edition of the WE FISH 4U
newsletter! The rest of
June will follow in part II.
Please print copies for your
church, families and friends.

You may view this and previous copies of the
newsletter at: www.costaricamethodist.org.
Pass it on!
Steve Semler, Costa Rican Missionary
Email: ifish4you75@hotmail.com
Kim Cope, Editor

E——  Team from Abilene, Texas: June 1-10

A team from Abilene, Texas lead by
Sharon Earnest, Dr. Paul Borgfeld and Leffel Gray
visited Centro Methodista Camp for a mission in
construction on June 1st, 2006. The team worked
7 of their 10 day trip on a church in Santa Rosa
Palmera doing remodeling. The amazing thing
about this church and this team is that about half
the team was the original team that came and built
the church that was started from a lady (can't
remember her name, she recently passed away)
after she had visited a clinic that was the first
mission team to ever be in Santa Rosa.

The team consisted of half adults and half
youth. This experience was a trip of a life time for
many of the young people and some of the adults
too. Friendships were made and bonds of a life
time that will never be forgotten. Mary and Marion
touched our lives by showing us that being
humble can be a life long habit.

Slade Earnest, one of our youth, who was
on his 5th visit to Costa Rica and is now 18,
described his first visit in words many of us will
never forget; "What amazed me the most about
these people, is how little they have and how little
they complain.” | don't think | will ever be able to
do another trip and not remember these words.
The wonderful people of Costa Rica has always
welcomed us with open arms and they are always
amazed that we take time off from our work, time
a way from our families and pay our way to come
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help them for no cost at all. Talk about a
translation of love through God's eyes. We may
not all speak Spanish, but our eyes translate the
love of Christ.

We look forward to returning next year.

Painting the Santa Rosa church
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— | 2aM from UMC in Athens, GA: June 6 - 10 =—

In June, a team of thirteen people including one
eight-year-old and three teenage girls from Athens
(GA) First UMC flew to Costa Rica for the second
of three 2006 mission trips. If other churches don't
think kids can be effective workers, they can look
to this group as proof they can!

The group had three major projects while on
mission. The first was working on concrete steps
for some of the “houses on the hill” in El Mirador. A
second group worked on Patricia's house in Linda
Vista, particularly with painting. Yet another group
held Vacation Bible School with the children.

If you've been to Mirador, you know how some
houses have steep inclines leading to them. These
are especially difficult to maneuver after a rain.
The majority of the team spent time getting stairs
in place for three houses. It was muddy, sweaty
workbut rewarding.

The second groupwhich focused on Patricia’s
houseworked with Sefior Charlie. A lot of painting
was done, as well as some construction on the
front & back of the house. The four young girls
spent much of the week at this house working &
playing futbol with Patricia's kids.

Another part of the team presented jFiestalthe
Vacation Bible School programto the kids in
Mirador. Although another team from the church
had worked with this material in March, there were
many more new “students” in VBS. Pastor
Gerardo particularly enjoyed this material. He was
grateful for the curriculum, music & lessons which
were shared.

As always, the team was blessed by spending
time & working with the Ticos. God continues to
change hearts in Athens First Methodist by their
visits to CR. New friendships are being created
and old friendships are renewed. One team
member is a member of the University of Georgia
Women's Basketball Team. At 6'3” she hovered
over the majority of the Ticos. At one point in the
week, several of the village kids decided to hook
her up with the tallest single guy in the village. She
still had to look down on him!

The church will send another team back in
December. ~Betty Whitten
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Team from Kentucky: June 6-19

Our team of 19 youth and adults had a
great experience working with the congregation of
Pital. We left Madisonville, KY at 2 AM on June 6
to travel by bus to the Nashville airport. After a
long day, we arrived in Pital that evening to the first
of what would be many excellent meals in Pital!
We prepared and poured the concrete floor of the
new soda shop at the church. We also helped
build the rear wall of the shop and completed
some other projects on the building. We also
completed painting the roof of the church. We
installed a septic tank at the parsonage. We also
led a VBS for the children of the community. We
played and worshiped with the youth of the church
including a game of futbol at the downtown park in
Pital.

We were also blessed to travel to San
Rafael de Guatuso one Sunday to worship with the
congregation of the church. There we found one
of the most beautiful churches in Costa Rica! In
2004 we spent two weeks pouring the floor of the

Be ye fishers
Of men -
YOU catch them
&
HE'LL clean
them!!

new sanctuary and leading a VBS for the children
so there were lots of memories of that experience.
It was so good to see friends from the previous
trip!

On our play day, we traveled to Fortuna
and enjoyed the canopy tour and thermal springs.
Many of our team members had been to Fortuna in
the past so it was good to return there!

As always, we found the people of Costa
Rica the best part of the trip! What a joy it was to
work beside people who truly love Jesus. We so
enjoyed sharing Jesus with the children during the
VBS and our youth praise band enjoyed leading
worship at the services.

We returned to Kentucky on June 19 tired
but thanking God for the opportunity He gave us to
go and be the hands of Christ in Pital. And as
always we were blessed beyond measure!

~Ken Hundley
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