COSTA RICA MISSIONS!

WE

HELLO FRIENDS!

Welcome to the second
June edition of the WE
FISH 4U newsletterr!
Please print copies for your
church, families and friends.
You may view the

newsletter at: www.costaricamethodist.org.
Pass it on!
Steve Semler, Costa Rican Missionary
Email: ifish4you75@hotmail.com
Kim Cope, Editor
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Be ye fishers of men -
YOU catch them &
HE'LL clean them!!

Blessed with Much More than we Gave

June 18-22:
Mulder Memorial United Methodist Church &
FUMC of Wetumpka

he usual thought of a mission trip was

a common thread for the team: "we
were blessed with much more then we gave". So
instead of more generalities, | asked for a memory
that each would carry of a person who touched
their heart. The following are those memories
from team members:

“When | met Beto and Kimberly and how their
faces lit up with smiles, they remembered my
name, and | will never forget their smiling faces
especially putting puzzles together with them.”

~ Alicia Cargill

“I never knew how hard the cooks worked. Yet
Juanita never complained and always smiled. She
really showed me how to chop tons of different
vegetables and fruit (also, | washed enough pots,
pans, and dishes to last a lifetime).” ~Tom Kreiger

“My memory is of a small moment. We surprised
Juanita on her birthday with a cake. In that
moment | watched a woman that | could barely
understand; communicate the purpose of why |
went to Costa Rica. Being an American | have so
much that a birthday cake on my birthday is
expected. As | watched the tears stream down her
face | realized how a small act of kindness can
move someone that much. She realized how

blessed she is to be in her life's situation. She
humbly understands all that she has. | have been
blessed with so much that | need to stop and truly
humble myself to feel the way Juanita feels.”
~Andrew Corbman

“I was the "new kid on the block"; meaning my first
mission trip. For many years | have heard about
the hard work and dedication of missionary,
Marion Woods. This year the words became real
as | was able to see much of his accomplishments
through the years. Now he is 88 years old, moving
a little slower, but his vision for God's works never
dims. It seems his energy never wanes. He has a
heart full of compassion for all people and an
example to all. | am thankful for the opportunity to
visit and work in Costa Rica.”

~ Norma Parker
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June 18-22 (cont.)

“I remember a man looking up from hard labor
and smiling at the house he was building for his
family, and his wife reaching out to gently caress
the wall of a building she would make into a
home.” ~Rudy (Wolf (Lo'vo)) McDonald

We bonded with many of the students -
with the workers, teachers and administrators
and have maintained contact with many of
them since our return home.

We are excited about returning to
Venecia next year and hope to expand our
work to include a medical team to assist with
medical needs in the area.

We thank God for Marion, Mary & Steve
and the love of Christ that you continue to
share with us and the people of Costa Rica.

~Rev. Jimmy Towson

Team Members of Mulder Memorial United
Methodist Church & FUMC of Wetumpka

June 22- July 2: Team from Metter, GA

he Metter UMC/Dublin First UMC

team worked at a high school in
Venecia, CR. We built 3 classrooms, painted
several rooms, taught English classes, made
crafts with students, constructed a garden
patio, painted murals and shared with the
students, teachers and administrators of the
school.

There were 28 on the team ranging
from age 12 to 72. As always, we received far
more than we gave. The students and faculty
at the school showed us the real meaning of
"hospitality” throughout our visit. They served
us incredible meals for lunch and supper each
day.




Jun23- Jul 1. and Jun.30- Jul-8
Teams from Canyon, TX

he Canyon FUMC was blessed to

be involved in the construction
project for a Sunday School building in
Tamarindo. They sent 8 teens and 4 adults
down for the first week which was a perfect
match for the very physical work of removing
old cement window sills and mixing new
concrete. The second week was a smaller
team but very skillful and they used these
talents to plaster, tile and paint in 3 small
classrooms and 1 large room. Many of the —
team members were returning mission team Painting the smoothed and prepared walls was
members and were especially moved to be a great step. There is nothing like new paint
welcomed as old friends. Some of the team to make you feel like you are making progress.
were on their very first mission trip and were
excited and energized to see how much God
could do in a small amount of time.

The Canyon FUMC is privileged to
partner with our Christian family in Costa Rica.
Each time we are together we see new
miracles and a new spirit of deep faith in each
other and in our congregation at home.

~Charlie Munger

May the favor of the Lord our God rest
upon us; establish the work of our hands
for us — yes, establish the work of our

hands. Psalm 90:17

Team members removing old, unstable concrete
window sills prior to re-framing for new concrete.

VBS day at the church. We held a short The new tile going in on the floors.
VBS session for 64 local kids including
games, stories, craft packets and food.
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