
HELLO FRIENDS!

Welcome to the March
edition of the WE FISH 4U
newsletterr!  Please print
copies for your church,
families and friends. You
may view the newsletter at:

Centro Rural Metodista
Apartado 303 ~ Ciudad Quesada 4400

Costa Rica, Central América
website:  www.costaricamethodist.org

www.costaricamethodist.org. Pass it on!
Steve Semler,

ifish4you75@hotmail.com
Kim Cope,

Costa Rican Missionary
Email:

Editor
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WE 4 U

Be ye fishers of men -
catch them &

clean them!!
YOU
HE’LL

Teams Work in Santa Rosa, CR

Continued to page 2

The Holston Conference of United
Methodist Churches sent two mission

teams to Santa Rosa, Costa Rica in March of
2007. The first group, led by Jim Street, had
several Emory and Henry Cllege students who
spent their spring break working, as well as
several members of Holston Conference
churches. The second week was led by Robin
Wilson of SSUMC and Becky Street of Aldersgate.

The first week was spent working on the
new church at Santa Maria. The  second week,
the men finished the projects begun during the
first week, while the women conducted bible
schools in the mornings, and craft sessions with
women in the afternoons. Nearly 400 children at
San Bosco, Santa Rosa, and Santa Maria enjoyed
the Noah's Ark Bible School and the ladies loved
decorating a take home tote bag and visiting with
friends in the afternoon.

Bill Arnold from Aldersgate was the only
team member to participate both weeks. His
carpentry skill was invaluable in enabling the
second week's group to finish the church at Santa
Maria. The first service was to be held in that
church the Sunday after group 2 left.

As usual, those who traveled to Costa Rica
received a larger blessing than those served.
Words can never express the joy of getting to know
the wonderful Christians in Costa Rica. Each of our
team members were welcomed as guests into the
homes of our host congregation at Santa Rosa.
Several of the hosts also worked with us in building
their church, the second one to be constructed by
our mission teams over the past 6 years.  Over the
last 6 years we were able to finish the church in
San Bosco, add on to the parsonage in Santa
Rosa and build a church in Santa Maria.
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FUMC CoppellTeam 3/10 - 3/17

On March 10-17, 2007, FUMC
Coppell sent a mission team of

13 people to Pital, Costa Rica. This was our
second trip to Pital (in 2005 we helped
complete the parsonage) and it was
wonderful to be back working with our Costa
Rican friends! While in Pital our tasks
included construction on a soda (a local
restaurant that will be run by the church ­  the
profits of which will be used to continue the
ministry) and Vacation Bible School for the
children of the community.

We mixed concrete and poured a
sidewalk around the soda, installed the
ceiling of the porch, prepped and tiled two
bathrooms, and painted the exterior as a part
of our construction tasks and we played
games, sang songs, read Bible stories, and
did crafts as a part of our Vacation Bible
School task. More importantly though, these
tasks allowed us to fulfill our purpose of
sharing the love of God and the love of
FUMC Coppell with the people of Costa Rica.

Continued to page 3 Page 2 of 4

We have shared the skills of Quilting,
Crafting and Bible Stories ranging from "The
Easter Story" to "Noah". Our primary areas of
focus has been San Bosco, Santa Rosa, Santa
Maria, Los Chiles and San Raffel for outreach in
VBS and women’s studies. We have many friends
and feel that this community is an extension of our
own.

All are anxious to know what Marion Wood
has in mind for our next year's project. Whatever,
it will be a joy to return to the beautiful country of
Costa Rica and reconnect with our wonderful
friends there. ~Jan Massengill
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Through shared meals, shared worship, shared
laughter, and even a sheared birthday celebration
with our brothers and sisters in Costa Rica we
both gave and received this wonderful gift.

FUMC Coppell has been sending a mission
team to Costa Rica since 2002. The relationships
that have been formed over these six years is an
amazing thing to see and experience. Each year
we create a team journal, a compilation of all of
the team members thoughts and experiences that
we can keep and look
back on to remember the trip. Following are some
excerpts from this year's journal that shows what
this trip meant to us:

"Coming to Costa Rica feels like an activity
of light-doing rather than measuring. What a
wonderful community of loving people. No doubt
Wilberth, Francisco, Martin and all the rest are
making a difference in their town.

The men work hard to make a living and
still find energy to serve God through their
church...They are the salt and light of Pital. I look
forward to the work we will do as I see the results
of all those volunteers who have been here over
the years. The soda shop will be a very cool place
for people to gather and a great ministry for this
congregation. Vamanos!"

" ‘Why help people in Costa Rica and other
countries when there’s so much need in our own
country, our own communities?’ An hour and a
half later, I’m not sure what conclusion we came to
except that there’s plenty of need everywhere and
enough for everyone to help in some way.  It is so
easy to see God in this place, to feel the Holy
Spirit and to know that the hands and feet of Jesus
Christ - that would be us -  are busy. And that’s a
good thing."

Journal Excerpts:

~Bob Rehm

~ Marsha Tunnell

"In every case, our wonderful team inspired
me because they approached the construction
tasks with the same care they would give their own
home. They work through aches and mistakes to
help our loving Costa Rican ticos. These loving
people have little, waste nothing, work very hard,
and have complete devotion to their faith and to
the Lord."

"The church is at work in Pital, transforming
lives made evident by the loving hospitality showed
to us and shared with us here in Pital. It occurs to
me that our work here in Costa Rica is not a
mission that benefits one family or one household
at a time. We are helping the church be the church
by being the church. The need in Costa Rica is
great, as in many other places around the world. In
chapter three of Ephesians, the one body of Christ
that is the church is called to spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ, which we are doing by our actions
and attitudes; through our smiles and hugs,
through our awkward attempts at Spanish, even
through our singing in worship here. We are
helping the church in Pital by being the church in
Coppell. In sending members on mission trips to
Costa Rica, El Paso, Appalachia, Africa, or any
place, the church is at work in Coppell, just as it is
in Costa Rica, transforming lives."

As you can see, this trip was a blessing to
all involved and we can't wait to head back next
March!

~ Cindy Peel

~ Frank Rahm

~ Amanda Glassey
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A team of fourteen from Athens (GA)
First United Methodist worked in El

Mirador from March 11-18. This was the second of
three yearly trips this church makes to El Rural
Centro Metodista. Composed mostly of “rookies”
the team had a heart-warming experience during
the time spent with our Tico friends.

Since this was the last group to come in the
spring, they essentially did “finishing up” work.
There was a lot of painting to be done, as well as
putting in some steps & working on a porch.
Again, we did Vacation Bible School for the village
ninos (children); we used Fiesta!, a program we
had used to great success in the past. The children
(about 50 per both morning & afternoon sessions)
seemed to really enjoy the centers: library,
cooking, story time, and crafts. Of course, the
singing was a big hit as well!

Maybe the highlight of the week was when
the movies came to El Mirador. One of our team
brought her laptop and a DVD of

which was dubbed in
Spanish. Together with the camp's LCD projector,
speakers & a microphone, the kids (and parents)
got to watch a movie on the “big screen.” Since
most had not been to a movie theater, it was a
blessing to see their eyes light up as they saw
huge images play out on the Community Center
wall. Combine that with the movie's inherent

The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe

Again, we were able to spend worship time
with the people of El Mirador.  Many of the college
students who were with us gave moving
testimonies of how God had worked in their lives
during the week. Jesus continues to move in the
hearts of members of our church, especially the
college-age students. It is heartening to see how
this generation is giving its hands, minds & hearts
to Christ.

A third team
from AFUMC
will come
down in July,
ready to do
whatever
work the Lord
calls us to do!

~ Keith Wilson

Team from Athens, GA 3/11 - 3/18

Christian message, and it was a blessed time for
all who watched.


